Deschutes National Forest Trail Conditions
Trail Update for July 20, 2010

Summer weather continues to be just that, summer like with warm to hot and sunny days.
Increasing Summer Trail Use:

With nearly all trails now snow free except for a few patchy areas, use this past week rose
sharply on most more popular trails. Please be courteous to other trail users, maintain
dogs under control and leash where required. Bikers on high use primary hiker trails (ie.
Deschutes River Hiker), please consider riding the biker specific trail or other bike trails in
the area on weekends and holidays to avoid user conflicts and high hiker, runner and dog
use.

Snow Update:

This past week of warm to hot daytime and mild overnight temperatures really put our late
season snowpack on a rapid retreat. Except for a few of the highest elevations trails on
South Sister and maybe the Camp Lake area, only reports of patchy to no snow are
coming in. You will likely find only a few shorter sections to patchy snow along trails like
Green Lakes, Moraine Lake and PCT. In another week, even these trails will likely be snow
free.

A Hiking on snow covered trails? Be aware of the possibility for losing the trail
completely and/or postholing (breaking thru) when traversing snow covered sections
of trail.

Fire Season is Here, Please be Careful! Business for local fire crews is
picking up rapidly with daily reports of human caused fires coming in. A few of these
reports have been determined to be smoker related. One such case was reported by a mt.
biker along a bike trail near the Inn of the Seventh Mt. A % acre fire determined started by
a smoker, was fortunately slow growing due to recent fuels reduction work performed in
the area. Without the fuels reduction, the fire would likely have been much larger, more
intense and required more resources. The recently prescribe burned area is heavily used
by trail users, Frisbee golfers, dog walkers, etc.

Remember, we are all responsible for helping prevent wildfires! Avoid
having a campfire if you can and always completely extinguish your
campfire when leaving camp, be careful when smoking, don’t use fireworks
on Public Lands or where prohibited and be aware of where you are driving
and parking your vehicle.

On Friday morning July 23rd at 12:01am, the Industrial Precaution Level (IFPL) will go to level Il
for all lands administered by the Deschutes National Forest and the Prineville BLM. The Ochoco
National Forest and Crooked River National Grassland will remain at IFPL I.

This is a partial hootowl, which involves a 1 pm shutdown for most industrial operations including
commercial and private woodcutting.

News release with more information will be out soon.



COIDC website will continue to be a source of fire-related news releases at the following link:
http://fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/fire/

Climbing local peaks, ie. South, Middle, NorthSisters, Mt. Washington, Three
Fingered Jack, Jefferson, Diamond Peak, etc.? Trails/routes up the peaks are becoming
more patchy snow; plan on appropriate gear or plan on postholing
(crampons/axe/climbing gear as necessary). Exposure to rock fall, avalanche, ice,
postholing, lightning, whiteouts and adverse weather are very real possibilities. Rescue is
likely several hours to days out. For further condition details, see Wilderness Trails
section below.

Mosquito Season:

Mosquito reports are coming with levels ranging anywhere from 1-9 on a rating of 1-10
with “10” being extreme that may cause insanity in some outdoor users. A YCC crew
leader reported an “11” in Newberry Crater and another crew reported conditions at a 10
recently. General population trend is on the rise. Expect pockets of more aggressive
populations, especially closer to water sources as well as areas with low counts.
Remember: location, location, location!

Bend/Fort Rock Ranger District trails/access:

Three Sisters Wilderness Trail access? See Wilderness section below.

A For winter trail access: No further winter conditions

A Phils TH area trails are reported in great shape for the most part, but expect to eat
some dust. COTA volunteers continue with trail maintenance and the evidence is on
the ground.

A Tumalo Falls area trail conditions are in good condition and snow free from Tumalo
Falls to Happy Valley. Higher into Happy Valley along the Metolius/Windigo Trail
expect snow sections for perhaps another week. CORK (Central Oregon Running
Klub) volunteers have been doing a great job with clearing blowdown, maintaining
drainage and brushing North Fork, Spring Creek and Bridge Creek trails. Remember
bikers, North Fork Trail is uphill only and you need to plan on returning on the
downhill either on Mrazek/Farewell or Road 4601. South Fork Tr. leading into the
Swampy Lakes area is in good condition. Flagline Trail remains closed for a seasonal
wildlife closure until August 15 each year.

A Deschutes River Trails are in good condition from Entrada to Sunriver. The seasonal
DOG LEASH regulation along the Deschutes River Corridor is in effect. From May 15-
Sept. 15 dogs are required to be on leash when in the corridor between Meadow Picnic
and Benham Falls East. This includes all the River trails between these two locations.
Dogs are permitted off leash in the river during water play. Bikers using the primary
hiker use trail along the Deschutes River, please try to avoid using the increasingly
busy primary hiker trail during busy periods, ie. weekends and holidays. Anytime you
do ride the hiker trail, be aware of hiker traffic and if you take your dog remember the
leash regulation along these River trails also applies to you and all users.



Tumal o Creek 2 Trail just upstream of Shevlin

challenging trail is in good condition.
Fall River Trail T accessible but may have some blowdown.

Horse Butte to Swamp Wells area trails i Mostly good trail access, may find increasing
blowdown on the approach to Newberry Crater

Hwy 46 is fully open for the season.

Road 370 from Todd Lake Trailhead parking north to Road 4601 is closed with
gates locked until snow free with a tentative opening in approximately 1 week.

Trailheads and trails along Hwy 46: Logging operations between
Wanoga and Meissner Sno Parks will be moving to a timber sale unit just north and
east of Wanoga Snow Play Sno-Park and will result in a 2-4 week closure (weekdays)
of a section of Funner Bt. Bike Trail. The trail section closed during this period is
from Road 4614 and west for approx. 1 mile to Wanoga Sno-Park. There will be roaded
options to this closed trail segment; on the north bikers can use Hwy 46 or just south
they can use road 080. Another option is to head further south on roads to connect
with Tiddlywinks trail for an early return to Storm King. The High Cascade Mt. Bike
Race set for Aug. 7 out of the Wanoga area and on Funner Trail will not be affected by
logging operations as the event is held on a weekend.

Swampy Lakes area is snow free with no present report on blowdown. Tumalo
Mt. Trail is likely snow free. May be a short lived snow patch or two on the Flagline
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Par k



